
LYNCHBURG CITY COUNCIL 
Agenda Item Summary 

 

MEETING DATE:  March 8, 2005 AGENDA ITEM NO.:  4 
 
CONSENT:   REGULAR:  X CLOSED SESSION:   
 (Confidential) 
ACTION: X INFORMATION:   
 
ITEM TITLE:  Designating Fifth Street and Memorial Avenue in Honor of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.  

 
RECOMMENDATION:  After a public hearing, consider proposals to designate Fifth Street, and possibly 
Memorial Avenue, and to rename the 5th Street/Memorial Avenue bridge in honor of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.  
 
 
SUMMARY: Council has received proposals to rename or designate Fifth Street in honor of Dr. Martin Luther 
King, Jr. and to name the 5th Street/Memorial Avenue bridge over the railroad tracks for Dr. King as well.  
Council directed that a public hearing be held on this matter.   
 
 This matter is being treated differently than the previous proposal, made a number of years ago, to 
rename Fifth Street in honor of Dr. King in that the proposals have stipulated that mailing addresses for 
residences and businesses in the corridor would not change.  The Coalition for Recognition of the Beloved 
Community has suggested the additional designation of Fifth Street as “Martin Luther King, Jr. Boulevard” as 
shown in the attached correspondence. 
 
 In addition, Citizens for an Improved Lynchburg have proposed that the corridor south from the John 
Lynch Bridge, including all of Fifth Street and Memorial Avenue in its entirety to its intersection with Fort Avenue, 
be designated the “Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Corridor”.  The attached correspondence explains that proposal.  
 
 The distinction between renaming the street and designating it is significant as the City Code outlines a 
specific procedure to rename a street and, as a result, change the mailing addresses along it.  The City Attorney 
outlined the required procedure in a letter to Council dated January 21, 2005, which is also attached.  That 
procedure has not been followed in this instance due to our understanding that the proposals have not 
suggested changing mailing addresses.  
 
 
PRIOR ACTION(S):  Presentation to Council on January 25, 2005 by the Coalition for Recognition of the 
Beloved Community. 
  
 
FISCAL IMPACT:  Signs would be added in the corridor at a nominal cost. 
 
 
CONTACT(S):  Kimball Payne 
 
 
ATTACHMENT(S): Proposals from the coalition for Recognition of the Beloved Community and Citizens for 
an Improved Lynchburg; January 21, 2005 letter from the City Attorney. 
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